Installing Areca DEXT Driver on macOS

The macOS had not been integrated any Kexts or Dext into macOS, which means that
users need to install KEXT or Dext to support Areca Thunderbolt devices on Apple
Silicon. Below is the step to install Dext driver (ArcNVMeUserSpaceDriver or
ArcMSRUserSpaceDriver) on macOS. To install a Dext (DriverKit Extension) on macQOS,
you'll typically download a driver package, often a .dmg file, and then run the
installer within it. Screen captures in this section are taken from a
“ArcNVMeUserSpaceDriver” installation. If user is running another version of
“ArcMSRUserSpaceDriver”, the installation screen may look different, but the Dext
driver installation is essentially the same

NOTE:

(1-1). No need to change Security Policy at first, maintain the Full Security (default).
(1-2).When connecting Areca Thunderbolt 5 ARC-8050T5U RAID storage to any Apple silicon
Mac for the first time, user will see a "Allow accessory to connect?" message in user screen.

¥,

Allow accessory to connect?

Do you want to connect the Thunderbolt
accessory to this Mac?

When this message appears, click "Allow" to allow the Areca Thunderbolt 5 device to
connect to Apple silicon computer.

Step l.Installing ArcNVMeUserSpaceDriverLoader.app

(1-1). Download the driver from Areca website:
https://www.areca.com.tw/support/downloads.html

(1-2). The download is a disk image (dmg file). Navigate to your Downloads folder
and double-click the downloaded .dmg file [xxxxx.dmg] to extract it .

e e [£) ArcNVMeUserSpaceDriver-dext-20250801
ArcNVMeUserSpaceDriver- README.rtf

dext-20250801.pkg



(1-3). Double-click [[ArcNVMeUserSpaceDriver.dext-<version>.pkg ] in the mounted
disk image to start. The Installer will open and click the ”Continue”.

( [ X NO) & Install Areca ArcNVMe User Space RAID Controller Driver 1.0.0 8 )

Welcome to the Areca ArcNVMe User Space RAID Controller Driver 1.0.0 Installer

° di
Read Me dext pkg
License —>For
Destination Select MacOS 14.x.x

MacOS 15.x.x....

Installation Type
N =>Driver version:1.0.0 x86_64, arm64 Apple Silicon
Installation

Summary (Thunderbolt supported)
Note:

-Thls package installer only copies
the file "ArcNVMeUserSpaceDriverLoader.app”
to your MacOS directory /Applications.

YYou need to run this lication from the

.oader.app

lh (load / unload) this NVMe driver.

(9] AtThe Heart of Storage

To continue installing the software you must agree to the terms of the
software license agreement.

Click Agree to continue or click Disagree to cancel the installation and quit
the Installer.

Read License Disagree




(1-5). Click the "Continue" to begin the installation.

o0 & Install Areca ArcNVMe User Space RAID Controller Driver 1.0.0 a

Select a Destination

Introduction How do you want to install this software?
Read Me

License .
L @8 |Install for all users of this computer
Destination Select

Installation Type

Installation

Summary

Installing this software requires 5.1 MB of space.

You have chosen to install this software for all users of
this computer.

(1-6). Enter your system password and click the “Install Software”.

[ X N | & Install Areca ArcNVMe User Space RAID Controller Driver 1.0.0 8
Standard Install on “Mac0S1560"

oaucion This will take 5.1 MB of space on your computer.

Read Me “allation of this software
e 1 of this computer will be
| |

Destination Select

Installation Type

Installation
Installer
Summary
Installer is trying to install new software.

Enter your password to allow this.

tsd

l Password l
arccar
94, At The Heart

‘hange Install Location...

CED B




(1-7). When this screen shows, click the "Close" to finish the installation.

o ¢ & Install Areca ArcNVMe User Space RAID Controller Driver 1.0.0 fa)

The installation was completed successfully.

Introduction
Read Me ArcNVMeUserSpaceDriver.dext-20250801.pkg
License —For
Destination Select MacOS 14.x.x
MacOS 15.x.x....

Installation Type

) =>Driver version:1.0.0 x86_64, armé4 Apple Silicon
Installation

(Thunderbolt supported)

® Summary

Note:
This package installer only copies
the file "ArcNVMeUserSpaceDriverLoader.app"
to your MacOS directory /Applications.

You need to run this from the
IAnnlications/;

"riverLoa;er.app

v P
to (load / unload) this NVMe driver.

At The Heart of Storage

Step 2.Installing ArcNVMe Dext Driver

(2-1). Go to Applications Folder, Double-click the [ArcNVMeUserSpaceDriverLoader].

[ JON ] < Applications =0 me B O Ov Q
Favorites Name ~ | Date Modified Size Kind
Q) s [ App sStore Jul 19, 2025 at 1:13PM 17.1MB  Application
rs icati [=] ArcNVMeUserSpaceDriverLoader Today at 11:03 AM 5.1 MB Application
[ Documents s« Automator Jul 19, 2025 at 1:13PM 4.8 MB  Application
() Books Jul 19, 2025 at 1:13PM 117.2MB  Application
© Downloads @ Calculator Jul 19, 2025 at 1:13PM 4.5 MB Application
4} tsd “7 Calendar Jul 19, 2025 at 1:13PM 13.7 MB  Application
ER Chess Jul 19, 2025 at 1:13PM 14.4 MB Application
Locations @ Clock Jul 19, 2025 at 1:13PM 8.4 MB Application
& iCloud Dri... @ Contacts Jul 19, 2025 at 1:13PM 14.1 MB Application
@ Dictionary Jul 19, 2025 at 1:13PM 14.6 MB  Application
Rl=ces bl & FaceTime Jul 19, 2025 at 1:13PM 12.1MB  Application
Update ® Find My Jul 19, 2025 at 1:13PM 40.2 MB  Application
@® Network @ Font Book Jul 19, 2025 at 1:13PM 11.4 MB  Application
@ Freeform Jul 19, 2025 at 1:13PM 68.1 MB  Application
aue @ Google Chrome Jul 15, 2025 at 6:25 AM 645.4 MB  Application
® Red @ Home Jul 19, 2025 at 1:13PM 12.3 MB Application
e Image Capture Jul 19, 2025 at 1:13PM 3.2 MB Application
® Orange @ _iPhone Mirrorina Jul 19, 2025 at 1:13PM 9 MB ication




(2-2). A screen will pop up with details about the ArcNVMe UserSpace Driver status
(No driver available). These must be followed to complete the driver installation.
Click the "Install and Activate Dext" to start the installation.

'K} Areca NVMe Controller Driver Loader

com.Areca.ArcNVMeUserSpaceDriver.dext

Areca NVMe Device Driver Manager

The ArcNVMe UserSpace Driver is in unknown state (No driver available).
Please install and activate it. ™

( Install and Activate Dext ] ( Deactivate Dext )

(2-3). System will pop up the following “System Extension Blocked” warning

message.

Areca NVMe Controller Driver Loader

PN

“ArcNVMeUserSpaceDriver-
Loader” would like to use a new
driver extension

You can enable this extension in Login

Items & Extensions. Driver extensions. .

run in the background and can monitor Com.AreCa.ArCNVMeUserspaCeD”Ver.dext

hardware accessories connected to your
Mac.

“ Areca NVMe Device Driver Manager
Open System Settings
Please approve ArcNVMe UserSpace Driver at:

'System Preferences' => 'Security&Privacy' => Allow

(Install and Activate Dexl) LDeactivale DextJ L Exit J




(2-4). Click “Open System Settings” and navigate to General > Extensions > Driver
Extensions

Driver Extensions

Driver extensions allow you to connect and control hardware
accessories. These extensions run in the background and can
monitor hardware accessories connected to your Mac.

ArcNVMeUserSpaceDriverLoader
{22)  Areca NVMe Host Adapter Driver

(2-5). Enable the “ArcNVMeUserSpaceDriverLoder” DEXT driver Installer by entering
your password again.




(2-6). After it is enable, click “Done” to complete the ArcNVMe UserSpace Driver
Dext driver installation.

Driver Extensions
9 Driver extensions allow you to connect and control hardware
ies. These ions run in the and can
monitor hardware accessories connected to your Mac.

ArcNVMeUserSpaceDriverLoader © o
Areca NVMe Host Adapter Driver

(2-7). After installer has completed the “Install and Activate Dext”, click “Exit” to
quiet the installation.

Y Areca NVMe Controller Driver Loader

com.Areca.ArcNVMeUserSpaceDriver.dext

Areca NVMe Device Driver Manager

The ArcNVMe UserSpace driver is enabled and ready for use.

Install and Activate Dext Deactivate Dext | [ Exit | I




Step 3.How to Deactivate Dext Driver

(3-1). Go to Applications Folder, Double-click the [ArcNVMeUserSpaceDriverLoader].

[ JON ] Applications =9 o B Q
Favorites A Date Modified size Kind
O Recents £ Jul 19, 2025 at 1:13PM 17.1MB  Application
A Applicatio... Today at 11:03AM 5.1MB  Application
m & Automator Jul 19, 2025 at 1:13PM 4.8MB Application
(2 Books Jul 19, 2025 at 1:13PM 117.2MB  Application
© Downloads @ Calculator Jul 19, 2025 at 1:13PM 4.5 MB Application
4} tsd %7 Calendar Jul 19, 2025 at 1:13PM 13.7 MB  Application
ER Chess Jul 19, 2025 at 1:13PM 14.4 MB  Application
Locations @ clock Jul 19, 2025 at 1:13PM 8.4 MB Application
& iCloud Dri... @ cContacts Jul 19, 2025 at 1:13PM 14.1 MB Application
Dictionary Jul 19, 2025 at 1:13PM 14.6 MB  Application
& Mac0s1511 (& FaceTime Jul 19, 2025 at 1:13PM 12.1MB  Application
& Update © Find My Jul 19, 2025 at 1:113PM 40.2 MB  Application
@® Network @ Font Book Jul 19, 2025 at 1:13PM 11.4 MB  Application
@ Freeform Jul 19, 2025 at 1:13PM 68.1 MB  Application
Tags @ Google Chrome Jul 15, 2025 at 6:25 AM 645.4 MB  Application
® Red @ Home Jul 19, 2025 at 1:13PM 12.3 MB Application
@ Image Capture Jul 19, 2025 at 1:13PM 3.2 MB Application
® Orange @_iPhone Mirrorina Jul 19, 2025 at 1:13 PM 8.9 MB !

(3-2). A screen will pop up with details about deactivating the driver installation.
These must be followed to complete the driver uninstallation. Click the "Deactivate
Dext" and enter your password again to start the uninstallation.

o [ ] Areca NVMe Controller Driver Loader

ArcNVMeUserSpaceDriverLoader

ArcNVMeUserSpaceDriverLoader is
trying to modify a System Extension.

Enter your password to allow this.

tsd

[ Password
Cancel Areca NVMe Device Driver Manager

] com.Areca.ArcNVMeUserSpaceDriver.dext

Deactivating ArcNVMe UserSpace Driver, please wait.

( Install and Activate Dext ) ( Deactivate Dext J ( Exit )




(3-3). After the installer has deactivated the ArcNVMe UserSpace Driver driver, click
“Exit “to quiet the uninstallation.

[} [ ] Areca NVMe Controller Driver Loader

com.Areca.ArcNVMeUserSpaceDriver.dext
Areca NVMe Device Driver Manager

The ArcNVMe UserSpace Driver has been deactivated and removed.

( Install and Activate Dext ) ( Deactivate Dext J




